
Jen W
eim

er

Reaching to the Sky

Newsletter
Fall/Winter 2025

 

Newsletter 10-53955-2025.indd   1Newsletter 10-53955-2025.indd   1 10/31/25   11:38 AM10/31/25   11:38 AM



As the weather turns colder and 
rakes make way for snow shovels, we 
have an important message to share: Thank you! 
The incredible generosity that you have shown 
the Monadnock Conservancy is nothing short 
of astounding. Your steadfast support comes at 
an exciting time for the cause of conservation in 
our region; since welcoming Executive Director 
Amanda Littleton to the organization in May, we 
have finished the Building a Resilient Future capital 
campaign (exceeding the goal in the process), began 
construction of a new, permanent, and sustainable 
headquarters in downtown Keene, and used the 
warmer months to connect with the community 
through educational workshops, beautiful walks  
and hikes, and heartwarming events. 

Reaching to the sky Thank You!
Conservancy supporters come 
together to ensure a resilient future 
It is with unending gratitude that we thank the 410 donors who gave to 
the Building a Resilient Future capital campaign. Thanks to the following 
supporters, more than $7.3 million was raised to support permanent land 
conservation and to build a new headquarters for the Conservancy in 
downtown, Keene, N.H. We deeply appreciate and recognize the following 
people who have helped to ensure the future of our region is both bright 
and resilient. We believe we have captured everyone in the list below, but 
please let us know if you donated and do not see your name. Thank you! 

In the following pages we invite you to read 
about all these achievements, along with some 
outstanding land protection projects which have 
been finalized in the past few months, including 
part of a historic dairy farm in Westmoreland 
and 105 acres of forestland in Fitzwilliam. All of 
these wins are thanks to your support. These new 
projects add over 150 acres to the roughly 24,000 
acres of forests, wetlands, working farmland, and 
wildlife habitats that the Monadnock Conservancy 
will protect for generations to come. Every dollar 
donated to our organization is met with a promise 
that we will put your money to work protecting  
the beautiful and bountiful land of the  
Monadnock region. 
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Paul Allen-Webber
Victoria & Mark Ames
Joan Ames
Bruce Anderson
Antonia Andreoli
Laura Andrews
Mary & Mark Armstrong
Francis McBride & Pamela Armstrong
Nancy Arnold
William C. Bailey
Dudley M. & Jeannette Baker
Charles & Lisa Bass
Russell Bastedo
Martha Pinello & Peter Beblowski
Ruth Bednarz
Henry Beeuwkes
David & Patricia Beffa-Negrini
Bensonwood
Harold W. and Barbara A. Berntsen
Paul & Elaine Bieber
Louisa Birch
Jonathan M. Bloom & Sheila S. Blair
Mark Bodin
Kathryn Bowry
June C. Brening
Rick Weyerhaeuser & Annie Brewster
Eleanor Briggs
Britton Farm LLC
Brookfield Farm
Thomas R. Brown
Richard Buchanan
Rick Brackett & Rebeckah Bullock
Mr. & Mrs. David Bumgardner
Ken & Linda Bundy
Megan Burke Kidder
Nancy & Charles Butterfield
Cynthia Caddell
Kenneth A. Stewart & Mary Lou Caffrey
Dennis & Tiffany Calcutt
Craig Chamberlain
Mary Ann Cibula
Eloise Clark
Mary L. Clark
Robert & Tere Clarkson

Sally S. Collier
Jane B. Cunningham
Martha Dahl
Stephen D’Alessio
Phoebe & Mark Danahy
Heather Davenport
Wendy Webster & Stuart Davidson
Sally F. Davidson
Dr. Felicity Pool & Mr. Allen Davis
Ann De Lancey
George Foskett & Mary Delisle
Cia Devan
Stephen Clark & Linda Dewing
Karen Dillon
Juliana Dodson
Douglas Company Inc.
Hunt & Sara Dowse
Richard & Alicia Drew
Thomas Duston
Timothy Dziedzic
Jeannie Eastman
Robert & Alfrieda Englund
Tom Crouse & Kay Enokido
Paul W. and Sandra J. Faber
Frances Fairchild
Ann & Rod Falby
Neil & Christine Falcone
Patricia & Charlie Farmer
Robert E. King & Anne H. Faulkner
Linda Heimerdinger & Wink Faulkner
Mark & Alona Florenz
Lydia Appel & Robert Forbes
Rhonda & Luke Fowler
Marcia French
Mary Frost
Mr. & Mrs. James L. Garvin
Janet Genatt
Mr. Michael & Rev. Cathy George
Meera Gill
Gina & Rory Goff
Ed & Gilda Goodrich
Green Energy Options
Julie Greenwood
Cameron Tease & Dixie Gurian

Christine C. Hague
John H. & Nancy Hann
Peter & Elizabeth Hansel
Christine Mann & Jim Hassinger
 Molly & Michael Haun
Anne & Thomas Havill
Jack Calhoun & Beth Healy
Annette & Verne W. Hebard
Diane Hill
John & Jean Hoffman
Katherine Hoffman
Patricia G. Hoffman
Randy & Marci Homan
Home-Efficiency Resources
Craig & Beth Houghton
Suzanne & Benjamin Hoy
Stan & Debbie Hutchings
Hillary & Andrew Irwin
Sarah Joslin
Carol Jue
Debby & Karl Kaiser
Ed & Ann Kania
Marcia G. Kayser
Virginia Kemp
John & Marilyn Kenison
Peter & Louise Kenyon
Susan & Bob Kessler
Katherine Kidder
Susan G. Kline
Sarah & Adam Kossayda
Paul M. Kotila
Geoff Frank & Suzanne Lamport
Drew & Carol Landry
Dr. Susan Abraham & Jeffrey Lapid
Steve & Jane Larmon
Joseph S. Larson
Sandra Law
Katherine Anne Laws
Karen Bennett & J. Andras Lazar
Henry & Mary Lee
Monica & Michael Lehner
Susan Peters & Steven R. Levene M.D.
Fred & Jean Leventhal
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Twitchell 
Local farms give us so much. Not only do these special places 
produce the local food that we depend on, but they are also a cultural 
and historical touchpoint for many communities in this region. For 200 
years, Chickering dairy farm has operated in Westmoreland. In 2019, 
Jim Chickering, now deceased, worked with the Conservancy to protect 
roughly 350 acres of the farm. In September of 2025, the Conservancy 
finalized the purchase of a conservation easement covering an additional 
47 acres. 36 of the 47 acres contain some of the best agricultural soils 
in the region. These new acres under easement also boast two streams, 
a wet meadow, and part of an aquifer – a fragile underground deposit 
of sediment that cleans and refreshes local water supplies. In addition to 
the farmland and water resources, this property also contains a variety of 
wildlife habitats for species that are in decline in the region. The property 
also hosts a portion of a snowmobile trail that is part of the statewide 
snowmobile trail network. Jim has passed, but his legacy of support and 
love for this region lives on in this land. The Conservancy is honored to 
play a role in protecting it. 

A view of Chickering Farm, where roughly 400 acres are now forever conserved.

“I am pleased that the 

Monadnock Conservancy 

will be the guardian of 

these two lots in Fitzwilliam.  

They will be carrying on 

the forestry practices that 

David Kent has done for the 

past number of years, and 

the wildlife will continue to 

have a home.  

”

Natural splendor on the Twitchell property.

Goodrums Cross Road

*Funders who supported the 
project include New Hampshire’s 
Land and Community Heritage 
Investment Program (LCHIP),  
New Hampshire State 
Conservation Committee’s 
Conservation Moose Plate  
Grant Program, the New 
Hampshire Charitable 
Foundation’s Thomas W. Haas 
Fund, the New Hampshire 
Department of Environmental 
Service’s Local Source Water 
Protection Program, the  
Town of Westmoreland’s 
Conservation Commission,  
and anonymous donors.

Every acre of land conserved in this region is a story 
of love and care. It would be so easy for landowners to simply 
sell what they have to the highest bidder. But for some, including Anne 
Twitchell of Peterborough, protecting this place is more important. For 
generations, the Twitchell family has owned two woodlots in Fitzwilliam, 
totaling 105 acres. In 2025, Anne, now 94 years young, worked 
with the Conservancy to donate these parcels, ensuring they will 
remain well-managed woodlots forever. These 105 acres boast water 
resources, many acres of important local wildlife habitats, forested 
wetlands, and streams. They are a treasure, and we thank Anne for 
working with us to conserve them. 

– Anne Twitchell, speaking  
   about her donation.This forested parcel is now forever conserved in Fitzwilliam.

A stream meanders through the 
Chickering property. 
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Summer is a great time to get out on the land, 
and this summer the Conservancy was thrilled to present 
outdoor events that brought forestry experts together with 
the public to help educate and inspire. The Conservancy’s 
stewardship and recreation team went the extra mile to 
partner with like-minded organizations to create opportunities 
to learn about, and connect with, the land. From full-moon 
yoga sessions to technically minded land-management 
workshops, it was a beautiful summer of impact and education. 

Cheshire Walkers – our walking group for seniors or anyone 
who prefers a slower pace – had another amazing season, 
walking the land, learning about the natural world, and having 
a wonderful, and social, time. This fall we completed five walks 
all over the region, adding to the four we hosted in the Spring. 
Walkers got the chance to learn about the natural world, along 
with a fair amount of history, brought to life by cellar holes 
and still-standing rock walls from the 1800s. The natural and 
historical vibrancy of the region was on full display, and we 
can’t wait for next season and the wonders we will discover 
together. 

For those who wanted something a little more technical about 
forest and land management, the Conservancy’s Stewardship 
team had it covered. In September, in partnership with the 
Chesterfield Conservation Commission, the Conservancy’s 
Stewardship Director Alex Metzger presented a workshop for 
landowners to explain the ins and outs of land conservation 
for interested landowners. This was a great way to get the 
conversation started with folks who may some day wish to 
conserve their land. On hand for the event was a landowner 
– Craig Houghton – who provided a great perspective as 
someone who has been through the process. 

But that wasn’t all! In October the Conservancy partnered 
with UNH Extension to offer a workshop about on identifying 
shrubs and trees that provide sustenance and habitats to our 
local wildlife. UNH Extension’s Matt Tarr and Dode Gladders 
were on hand to help guide attendees through the Sip Pond 
trail in Fitzwilliam, where (at least) 16 shrubs and trees that 
support wildlife were identified. 

Every year we celebrate the kindness and commitment 
of our supporters, but this year’s Annual Celebration was special. 
At the event, Executive Director Amanda Littleton announced that the 
Building a Resilient Future campaign raised $7.3 million dollars! Thanks to 
your generosity, the Conservancy exceeded the initial goal by $500,000. 
This money is already hard at work, finishing our headquarters project 
and hiring staff to conserve land and ensure this region is protected for 
generations to come. 

In addition to the big news, we also gave attendees an opportunity to think 
about how time in nature can make a difference in the lives of young people. 
On that topic, we were joined by Author and Professor David Sobel. David is 
an expert on outdoor play spaces, and the positive impact playing in nature 
can have on young minds. David took us through the history of outdoor play 
spaces, highlighting the numerous ways connecting to nature, far from any 
screen, can give children a sense of self-reliance and confidence. 

The final piece of the evening was perhaps the most special: The Conservancy 
gave out three community awards to folks whose work embodies the spirit 
and mission of this organization. First up was Volunteer of the Year, presented 
to Dr. Jacqueline Lyon. In 2025, Dr. Lyon worked with the Land Protection 
team, helping them complete a large document digitization project. We have 
rarely had a more overqualified assistant: Jacqueline is an oncologist with a 
long and impressive career in medicine! 

We then presented the Philip Faulkner Award to Michael and Kathy Nerrie of 
Walpole. The Philip Faulkner Award is presented to an organization, group, or 
individual whose community service blends thoughtful and collaborative land 
use planning and conservation with well-conceived community development. 
Michael and Kathy are the founders and operators of Distant Hill Gardens 
and Nature Trail – a non-profit organization that is the definition of thoughtful 
and impactful land use. This beautiful, soon-to-be-conserved land is open 
to the public, and boasts an extensive trail network, pollinator gardens, and 
community space. From everyone in Walpole (and beyond), we say thank you! 

The last award was presented to longtime Board of Trustees member Peter 
Kenyon. To honor Peter’s long history of support, we presented him with the 
Founder’s Award, given to an individual who has contributed substantially to 
the success, stability, and capabilities of the Conservancy. Peter has served on 
the Board of Trustees since 2017, including one term as Vice President and two 
terms as President. In that time, Peter gave the Conservancy sage guidance 
and a lot of time, helping us through a leadership transition, preparing us 
to meet the ever-increasing demand for conserved land, advocating for 
conservation at the highest levels of state and federal government, and  
always being a supportive and insightful voice in the boardroom. 

Connecting to the community

The Cheshire Walkers enjoyed five hikes this fall, 
including Cunningham Pond, led by stewardship 
manager Richard Pendleton.

Author and Professor David Sobel explains 
the importance of childhood play in nature. 

Stewardship Director Alex Metzger leads a 
workshop for landowners.

Dr. Jacqueline Lyon receives her award  
from Land Protection Director Anne McBride. 

Attendees identify important wildlife habitat on 
the Sip Pond trail. 

Michael and Kathy Nerrie of Distant Hill 
Gardens in Walpole receive their award from 
Anne McBride. 

Josephine Russell of Aloha Keene presents a 
check to Development Director Lindsay Taflas and 
Executive Director Amanda Littleton.

Peter Kenyon receiving the Founder’s Award. 

Something to celebrate!
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PO Box 337 Keene, NH 03431-0337

603-357-0600

Info@MonadnockConservancy.org

Founded in 1989, the Monadnock 
Conservancy is a nonprofit land 
trust working with you and your 
neighbors in 39 towns throughout 
the Monadnock region 
to protect the land and 
water of southwestern 
New Hampshire.
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Stay connected year-round! Follow us on social media, and sign 
up at MonadnockConservancy.org for our monthly e-newsletter.

Conservancy supporters, continued!  
Aaron Lipsky
Jeff & Amanda Littleton
Paul Tuller & Mary Loftis
Susan & David Lord
Jacqueline Marie Lyon
Jeffrey Miller & Carol MacKinnon
Diana & Charlton MacVeagh
Louise Malcolm
Bradford & Sharon Malt
Brian & Kathy Manfre
Martha & Frank Manley
Michael Day & Tiffany Mannion
Roger Martin
Andrew Bohannon & Misty 

Martinez-Bohannon
NancyH. Massey
Charles & Susan Massin
Dr. & Mrs. Craig & Sylvia McBeth
Barbara McBride
Elizabeth McCann
Susan & John McGinnis
Archie & Nina McIntyre
William Stroup & Amy McIntyre
Heather McKernan
Ann Shedd & Mark Meess
Paul Merrill
Delbert E. Meyer
Amy Meyers
Wayne R. Miller
Robert Mitchell
Salvatore & Mary Beth Mollica
Donald K. & Andrea C. Morgan
William & Carolyn Morgan
Judy Mortner
Martha Reed & John L. Murphy
Eliza Murphy
Sarah Neutra
John & Jennie Newcombe
Thomas & Carol Newcombe
William Norris
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas A. O’Connor
David J. & Susan W. Odland
Ryan & Amy Owens

Judith Palmer
Charles Palmer
Penelope Beal & Sheldon Pennoyer
Frederic & Debra Peters
Jane & Leslie Pitts
Anne McBride & Richard Popovic
Rickie Harvey & Ray Porfilio
Peggy Pschirrer
James & Judith Putnam
Mr. & Mrs. Karl & Joy Putnam
Thomas P. & Barbara B. Putnam
Judith Putzel
Tinka R. Reed
Brian & Reinette Reilly
Roger & MaryBeth Reville
Peter & Debbie Rhoades
Marilyn B. Richardson
Graham & Lee Rigby
Charles & Mary Rizzotto
Donna S. Robbins
NancyB. Roberts
Dr. Jon E. Rohde
Michael M.T. Romanow
Jean Rosenthal
Peter Rotch
Peter & Virginia Russell
Susan Saccomanno
Taylor & Cathie Sage
Savings Bank of Walpole
Rebecca Sayles
Richard Scaramelli
Michael Schuman
Gregory P. & Patricia M. Seymour
William A. & Carolyn A. Shannon
Gary & Jane Shapiro
Mary Jensen & Jonathan 

Sheehan
John Sholl
Winston & Sherry Sims
Bridges & Ruth Smith
Lt. Col. Charles Street
Betsy Ruffle & Jon Sundstrom
Roger Swain

Scott Swanson
Jeanie Sy
Jane F. Taylor
Maria & Kimball Temple
The John A. Hubbard Revocable 

Trust 
The Timberdoodle Inc.
Robert & Lianne Therrien
Jeanne & Mike Thieme
Mitchell & Cindy Thomashow
Carol Thompson
Peter Throop
Deborah Fleming & Michael 

Timmerman
Sandra Kingsbury & Theo Timreck
Patricia & Toby Tompkins
Peggy & Reed Ueda
Craig Clark & Judy Unger-Clark
Rick and Wendy Van de Poll
Matthew Waitkins
Jennie Norman & Bill Walker
Bob & Connie Walsh
Edward & Nancy Wasowski
Pilar Abaurrea & Gary Wehrwein
Dr. & Mrs. Robert Weinberg
Wildcat Hill Condo Association
Bud & Kathy Winsor
Peter & Martha Wright

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Peter Hansel, president, Keene

Archie McIntyre, vice president, 
Dublin

Brad Malt, treasurer, Peterborough 

Dennis Calcutt, Francestown 

Mark Florenz, Keene

Sarah Kossayda, Harrisville 

Doug Sutherland, Hancock 

Richard Drew, Richmond

Elizabeth McCann, Westmoreland

Bud Winsor, Swanzey

Julie Greenwood, Keene

STAFF
Amanda Littleton  

executive director, Chesterfield

Lacy Gillotti  
deputy director 

Anne McBride  
land protection director, Nelson 

Alex Metzger  
stewardship director, Manchester 

Lindsay Taflas  
development director, Jaffrey 

Martin Royle  
communications and marketing 
director, Walpole 

Peter Throop  
conservation project manager, 
Keene 

Richard Pendleton  
easement stewardship manager, 
Peterborough 

Kate Sullivan  
operations and development 
manager, Princeton, Mass. 

Janine Marr  
land and recreation manager

Joy Fletcher  
conservation project manager,, 
Westmoreland

Jen Weimer  
stewardship assistant, Hillsborough

Printed on 100% post-consumer 
recycled paper using soy-based inks

Together, protecting forever 
the land we love
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