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MONADNOCK
(CONSERVANCY






P.O. Box 337, Keene, NH  03431

(603) 357-0600

Land Steward Information Form
The Monadnock Conservancy relies on dedicated volunteers to walk protected lands, talk with landowners, collect information, and report their findings.  Completing monitoring visits often allows land stewards to explore some unique protected areas in the Monadnock Region while providing valuable information to assist with easement stewardship. The overall time commitment for volunteer land stewardship averages about 24 hours per year.

A. Scope of Land Steward duties

As a volunteer Land Steward for the Monadnock Conservancy (MC), you are being asked to commit to visiting at least one property at least once per year for a minimum of 3 years, barring unforeseen circumstances. The scope of your responsibility for each monitoring assignment is limited to the following items:

· Reviewing file material and instructions provided by MC staff
· Contacting the landowner (or their property’s assigned land manager) to ask questions predetermined by MC and/or to schedule a monitoring visit to the land as directed by MC staff 

· Walking the conservation land on one or more visits as arranged (staying within or on its boundaries to the extent possible) and collecting information by observing the conditions of the land, location of buildings, and previous or potential changes 

· Posting MC signage if previously approved by the landowner and MC 

· Completing, signing and returning the monitoring report form(s) supplied by MC staff documenting my observations and communicating any concerns with MC staff 

· Returning all materials to MC within 30 days of the visit 
B. Examples that are not land steward duties: 

· Interpreting the conservation restrictions or easement provisions
· Confronting, criticizing, or informing landowners or neighbors about perceived problems or compliance issues, or attempting to remedy such issues
· Approving or disapproving any plans or actions the landowner broaches
· Offering to research, consult, or give advice on any land management issues, laws or programs for the landowner
· Making any representations or commitments on behalf of MC

· Breaching confidences or making negative public representations about the property or landowner based on information acquired as a Land Steward

· Marking boundaries without instruction
· Taking or altering any part of the property

The appropriate alternative to the above examples is to refer issues to MC staff and recommend follow-up.

C. Acknowledgement of the need for sound judgment
Volunteers need to exercise sound judgment for the safety and well-being of themselves and others, and represent MC in a positive light. Please do your best to act sensibly at all times, abide by the law, drive carefully, be on time, and respectfully abide by the landowner’s wishes as communicated (concerning scheduling, stopping at a home or not, where to park, closing gates, etc). Also keep the landowner contact information you obtain through your volunteer duties confidential. If you have interactions with a landowner outside of my MC volunteer duties, make clear distinctions with the landowner as to when you are or are not acting on behalf of MC. 

D. Acknowledgement of risks

Land stewards do not need to accept any volunteer assignment with which they are uncomfortable, and any land steward can turn back on a visit if they become uncomfortable. Furthermore, there are a variety of hazards associated with being outdoors in the Monadnock Region, sometimes in remote places. MC will further land steward education about any hazard, its avoidance, or first aid response upon request. Monitoring can be physically challenging and we ask that you take responsibility for ensuring that your physical condition is appropriate for each assignment.

MC has compasses, first aid kits, and blaze orange vests available to borrow on the 30-day assignment basis. If you do not want to monitor alone, MC can refer or arrange a partner upon request. Refreshers on any aspect of training are also available upon request. 
Please also understand that: 

· Hiking and bushwhacking are inherently risky activities and that there are hazards associated with walking through rough terrain, vegetation, old obscured barbed wire, various weather conditions, etc. 
· MC makes no warranties or representations, express or implied, regarding the condition of safety of any landscape, structures, or persons you may encounter
· When you accept and perform a Land Steward monitoring assignment, you do so at your own risk. You are responsible for your own medical treatment. 
E. Indemnification and hold harmless clause
As a volunteer for a non-profit, you are protected by federal law and New Hampshire state law from some liability so long as you are acting within the scope of your intended duties. Likewise, the Monadnock Conservancy receives some protections when everyone shares the same expectations. 

Therefore read this form carefully; if you understand it and intend to volunteer for the Monadnock Conservancy as a Land Steward, please sign and date it. Return the original to the Monadnock Conservancy, and staff will provide you with a copy for your records.

By signing this form, you hereby release and will indemnify and hold harmless MC and its trustees, officers, employees, and agents against any claims, liabilities, judgments, expenses and costs (including attorney’s fees) with respect to property damage, bodily injury, or death that might result from your acts or omissions as a volunteer Land Steward.

F. Contact information and signature
Name: 













Street: 













Town, State, Zip: 











E-mail: 













Home phone: 


 Work phone: 


 Cell phone:



Occupation: 












Place of employment: 











Special skills, training or experience:

How did you hear about the Conservancy’s volunteer monitoring program?

[image: image1.png]Are you a member of the Monadnock Conservancy?
Yes 

No 


Other comments:

Signed: 




   Date signed: 






Thank you!
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