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Easement Monitor
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Outline

Mlonitoring overview
Quiz

Scenarios from the field
2011 schedule

Eheck out the disptays andhandouts!



Why do we monitor?

0 meet legal obligations

'O maintain a positive relationship with the

landowner

10 discover possible violations

)0 document property condition ‘over time



Review of Monitoring Process:

Choosing assignments
\isit planning
Landownearontact
Site visit

Report writing
Returning files




Field File Review

Read:

Easement deed

Baseline documentat
report

Correspondence
IMonitoring reports
Maps and photos




Site Visit: where 1o go

Boundaries (especially with Exclusion Areas

intensetyised properties) . important natural
Heavy usaeas resources

New activity or structures
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Landowner Contact

Contact by phone or in perpmsdible (3X)
Set up date for site visit

Invite landowner to accompany you
Ask abowhanges noteconespondence




Interpreting maps

fiopography: look tor physical features to serve as landmarks

Highway, mowed edge

Adjacent house lot
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Interpreting maps

Aerialiphotographs: looking at land uses

/ / s
Wood lot 53 / /

Wetland (
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Survey. map symbols
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Interpreting survey maps
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Compass bearings

Bearings arein 9@legree quadrants (ex: S ARN)
Azimuths reference the360 degrees of a circle (ex: 184
Surveys useearings(disregard minutes & seconds)




Parts of a
baseplate compass

Sighting notch
Direction of travel mark

Needle

Degree notations

Baseplate



Which: nortis 11?7

[irte notth = geographic north pole

Magnetic northi= ~ea rit-hosst - ma g netiic . "nort
to earthos axi s

Ghndinorth' = parallel'tora meridian on-a map-grd (ex: NH State
Plane grid, 14.5E)

Usemagnetic northunless otherwise indicated on the survey.
s means you denot Thave 0o 0




Following a bearing

Hold'the compass:flat

Alignithe direction of dfravelimark
with'the bearing you desire
Piut.ccforied i n t he
Sight through the notch to a
landmark

Pace ‘toward your landmark,
cheickiing . . "youribear | ng




Example: N: 40/

Direction of trave

Bearing

North arrow




Taking a bearing from a map

Draw a straight line from a point over 1o the majgedge n
the cdirection' you want to travel

Alignithe compass axis As with' the map edge

Readthe bearing ovenyour drawn line (ignore the
floating needie)

Direction you want to
follow

factsheets/fs03501.html



http://erg.usgs.gov/isb/pubs/

Photographs

Documergignificanhanges since (ast visit

Quality sufficient:for printing
Authentic files (not altered)

Clear scale




Reporwriting

Usenarrative, objective descriptions

Answeevery. guestion
Reference any photographs.or GPS points tak

Sign the report
Attach a marke@ copy of the map showing the
route taken




Safety & Confidentiality

Go with someonel!

DO not discuss land uses.or fandowner intentio
peyond land trust:staff & .other volunteers
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Miohitoring Quiz




1.What os 't he  f1.r.st
conservation easement?

Call the landowner and schedule a Vvisit.
Pick up thide andead: through it.

GO to the property.
Write the monitorinl‘l‘"" T TTCCT T
report.
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2. Before monitoring each easement
should always read the:

Police 10g.
[LTA Standards-& Practices.
Conservation easement deed for the propert

fown annual report.



3.\When conducting a monitoring Visit
sSnould bring:

A video camera.

\\ater, maps, snacks, extra clothing, and a fir
Kit.

A GPS unit and flares.
Spray paint.




410 be safe in the field, you:should a

Tweet your GPS coordinates.

\\ear reflective orange:clothing.

Disguise yourself in-bear scent.

Bring a companion or tell:someone where yc

going. L' =)
x»f;ﬁ




L

Whie n 'y ou.0r.e .0n
should visitinclude:

Whatever .you have time for.
Theroad: frontage.

‘he exclusion area, boundaries, trails and ro
and areas of heavy use or new uses.

Anyswimming holes noveckhe map.




6.When writing the monitoring repor
you shotid:

Answer just the relevant questions.

[Describe where you went, what you saw, and
potential violations.

Ask the fandowner: to fill it out.
Answee |-t h'e o moma

[0 every guestion.




7. lf you see a potential easement.vio
you shotid:

Askthe landownemy they violated the
easement.

Discuss the situation with land trust staff anc
Include your observations in'the monitoring
report.

Call the police.
Leave immediately.



3 . [T o U C.anot
you shotid:

Blaze a line where you- think'it should be.
Tell the landowner to blaze their boundaries.

Reckon'the boundary -using a compass, the
plan, and pacing.

Notify land trust staff of the
unclear boundary(s) in the g
monitoring report. '




9.When you meet with the fandown:
youshould:

Jake them on aforced march: around the pro
poundaries.

Talk with them about chaogdise property,
andiinvite them on'your VISIt.

Ask them to fill out the monitoring. report.
Say hello and then take off on your VISIt.



1:0. ¢ ficeling oversthelraed by yous! -
assignments, youshould:

Do a drivdy of your easements and fill out th
reports.

Ask another land steward to .go ' with you on \
VISItS.

Wait until the next season to make time to dc
your VISILS.

Contact land trust:staff to work out'a solution



#10-12: New ATV trail as it enters e
from Rabbit Hollow Road and travels
paralleling the road. The path stops in a deeply
rutted wet area; so it does not re-cannect with
the road.

From the Trenches

Perry Farm | Monitoring on 8.14.2009
Natural alterations and trespass problems

Monitars Cee Robans & Theresa & uzio

£11: Saplings cut by
trespassers to make trail.

£#12: Muddy ruts end ATV
path in seepage area.

asement
east



Sample map sketch

oOArea Coveredo, Page 2
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Sample mamade changes:
referencing. pnotos
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Scenarios




Scenario 1:

YOou are .conducting a monitoring. visit \with' a landc
You find'‘thaihe ‘ongoing timber harvest IS not followil
BMPsWhat is your first reaction?



